Research Basics
1. Start with yourself.  Connect yourself to a deceased person by adding living people as placeholders in Family Tree. Use Google Chrome browser. 
2. Then check for duplicates and add sources to the deceased person and to each member of his family. Use the “Record Hints” and “Search Record” links on each person’s page to document what you know. Research one whole family at a time, not just an individual. Capture every detail about who they were, where they lived, and who was in the family. Don’t go the next generation back until you are sure of the one closest to you. Have a solid link from you to the last person on Family Tree.
3. Continue to expand your knowledge of the family by putting the puzzle pieces you have together in a family chart. Notice what you are missing to focus your search with that family. Review the “Record Selection Table” to know likely places to look.
Search Tips:
1. Adjust the Search Filters to find a balance between too much and missing something.  100-150 is a target range for search results to find several extended family members on a site.  Fewer results are needed if you have several known facts. Start with less information and then add more. Use the exact boxes selectively.
2. Provide a year range instead of an exact date. Broaden the location instead of starting with the city, county and state.  This is not a fill in the blank exercise! Try just a marriage date, or just a death date or just the birth date with the residence. Numerical ranges (age ranges, ranges of years to be searched, etc.) seem to cause matches to be missed more often than any other required element in searches. If you don’t find someone you think should be there, try taking numerical ranges out of your search requirements first.
3. Consider initials, nicknames, misspellings, phonetic spellings, and name changes, of both the people and the locations. Learn cultural and location naming patterns.
4. Try just the surname (birth and married for women) and a location. Use both couple’s surnames and a year range in a location. Try different combinations of relatives. Look for the children of the parents by searching just for records of both parents together. Try the parents name and the spouse’s name only.
5. Remember that middle and first names were often used interchangeably and middle names of men were frequently the birth name of the mother.
6. For very common names immediately narrow to one record group with the location if you know it, for example, Utah 1860 U.S. Census. If you narrow quickly, then make a note of it and then search the surrounding locations (cities, counties and states) and other record types to find additional branches of the family or where the family relocated. Reset the filter to make sure you have cleared the previous ones. Refresh the page also.
7. Search for a close relative or a neighbor and track them to see how their lives crossed.
8. Put in just the last name and then the geographic location to find all the people in that city or county or on a rare name in the state to see other possible family members.  
Resources: 
1. Access Ancestry, My Heritage, and Find my Past for free with your LDS account.
2. Use the free Family History Center Premium Subscription Websites.
3. Use “List of Helpful Websites Handout”.  Use “Advanced Google Search Handout”.
4. Use the Help Center “Research Assistance”. 
5. Use Microfilm in the FH Center.
6. Use the Wiki and Learning Center Handouts. Use the Wiki to broaden your search, to find out about maps and historical boundary changes, immigration, and to find out about migration patterns of religion groups or jobs.   
7. Other website searches or Google searches can include:
1. Phrases in quotes.

2. Boolean operands (AND, OR, NOT) to include names and places.

3. In advanced search options use “with all the words, with the exact phrase, with at least one of the words, without the words” etc.

4. Use your browser’s Find on Page feature to more easily search for occurrences of the town name in the narrowed county results if there are several hits.  You can use ctrl+F also to find names or places on a page with lots of search results.

5. Use ? to replace one character in a name or place.  Use * to replace zero or more characters in a name or place.  Use both in one word.  Use more than one of each in a word also.  For example: Wal*er finds Waler Walter and Walker.  Wal*e* finds also Walters and Walenbach.  W?l*er finds also Wiler, Willer, Wyler etc.

6. Try wild card searches to replace the vowels in the first three letters of the name. This is called an AEIOUY search. This type of search (example: man*, men*, min*, mon*, mun*, and myn*) is very good for finding not only occurrences of the surname Monday, but also Mandee, Mandie, Mandy, Mondee, Mondy, Munday, and Mundy.

